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Keep your child’s education on track with Sylvan. 
Call 904-269-2000 to schedule a Sylvan Skills   
Assessment.  We will design a personalized    
program to meet your child’s academic needs.      

SylvanLearning.com
Exp. 07/01/22. Some restrictions apply. ct

CHAMPIONS

Indians dominate at state weightliftingIndians dominate at state weightlifting

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

PORT ST JOE - Leading the headlines for the 
FHSAA state championship three-day weight-
lifting festival were the defending Class 1A 
champion Keystone Heights High School boys 
team that had almost their entire team return 
from last year’s historic state title run.

SEE KEYSTONE, 6
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FLEMING ISLAND – Fleming Island Ele-
mentary students, support staff, teachers 
and parents broke out their blue shirts and 
celebrated inclusion and awareness during 
an Autism Walk last week.

Principal Jennifer Collins said the 
school developed an Exceptional Student 
Education committee a few years ago. The 
goal was, and still is, involving and engag-
ing ESE students with the general student 
population.

“(The walk) is to promote awareness, 
inclusion and acceptance of the autistic 
community,” she said.

The committee pushed to start the walk 
and the school embraced the idea, Collins 
said.

“We invited the families to come and 
walk with us,” Collins said. “It was great 
to participate and we had a great turnout.”

According to the autism advocacy group 
Autism Speaks, one in 44 children born in 
2010 are autistic. Autism is more common 
in boys, usually diagnosed after the age of 
four and early intervention is the best way 
for an autistic child to develop and assim-
ilate. The group stresses the causes of the 
condition are largely genetic and not tied 
to vaccines.

Autism Awareness Day was recognized 
earlier this month. Writing four years ago, 
autistic motivational spear Kerry Magro 
wrote wearing blue is a chance to initiate a 
larger discussion on autism. Blue symbol-
izes calm and awareness.

Attitudes have changed about autism, 
she wrote:

“… Growing up at a time when there 
was so much ignorance around autism 

Fleming Island Elementary students, staff wear blue during autism walk

PHOTO COURTESY OF CLAY COUNTY SCHOOLS DISTRICT

FLEMING ISLAND – Students, parents, teachers and staff joined in a family walk last week at Fleming Island Elementary to raise awareness, 
acceptance and inclusion of students with autism. Students with a non-visible disabilities also participated.

made it very difficult to fit in and feel 
like I had a place where I could belong,” 
Magro wrote. “I truly wish we had a day 
like World Autism Awareness Day when 
I was little. When we wear blue, it’s not 
only about keeping that conversation go-
ing about autism, but it’s also making sure 
that those with autism and their families 
don’t feel alone.”

Back on Fleming Island, Collins reflect-
ed on how the walk made autistic students 
and their families feel. The walk was about 
accepting and celebrating those differenc-
es, she said.

“It really brings tears to your eyes to 
see the inclusive nature of our students all 
coming together,” Collins said.
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Tips FROM A VIKING

SJR State is an equal access, equal opportunity organization. 
SJRstate.edu/nondiscrimination.html

Classes begin July 2022 - Orange Park Campus
Application available online May 1 - 31, 2022

SJRstate.edu

THIS IS MY HOMETOWN; THIS IS WHERE MY HEART IS! I WANT TO MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE IN MY COMMUNITY AND SHOW EVERYBODY THAT NO 

MATTER WHERE YOU'RE FROM OR YOUR CULTURE, YOU CAN DO 
ANYTHING YOU PUT YOUR MIND TO.

Lee 1 Nursing Assistant

”

“

In one semester, gain the skills to become a Nursing Assistant (CNA).

Nursing assistants (CNAs) keep nurses up-to-date on vital information about their patient’s condition and help 
patients of all ages perform the most basic daily tasks. Learn interpersonal skills, medical terminology, legal and ethical 
responsibilities, safe and efficient work, gerontology, nutrition, pet-facilitated therapy, health and safety including 
American Health Association Life Support/Health Care Provider CPR and employability skills.

Nursing Assistant is a limited access program. Admission requirements apply.

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK – A local Girl Scout com-
pleted an extensive sidewalk project at an 
elementary school to improve students’ 
emotional well-being and motor functions.

Ashlyn Anderson, a sophomore at St. 
Johns Country Day School, has been in 
Girl Scouts for 11 years and she’s in Troop 
1447. She created a “sensory walk” at S. 
Bryan Jennings Elementary to earn her 
Gold Award, essentially the equivalent of 
an Eagle Scout award.

It’s basically a series of designs on a 
long stretch of pavement where the stu-
dents go for recess and it includes hop-
scotch and a maze. The sensory walk gives 
students a break, she said.

“The idea is that since there’s 
COVID-19, economic issues at home and 
current events, everything going on apart 
from the school day can affect children in 
the classroom,” she said.

Anderson discussed the plan with 
school administrators to create a tool for 
teachers to help students who may be hav-
ing dif� culty managing their emotions in 
the classroom. She also consulted paint 
professionals on the best way to move for-
ward.

“We just asked (the school) what their 
needs were, and they said children strug-
gling with emotional needs,” Anderson 
added.

The installation took the entire spring 
break with power washing, staining and 
painting. And with the inclement weather, 
her mother joked Anderson experienced all 
the seasons.

She participates in both varsity volley-
ball and tennis at St. Johns Country Day 
School, so time for the project was at a 
premium. Much of the time curating the 
design came from ideas on the app, 

Gold Award hopeful creates 
sensory walk at Jennings Elementary

Ashlyn Anderson is creating a sensory walk at S. Bryan Jennings Elementary to earn her Gold 
Award, the highest ranking for Girls Scouts.

SEE SIDEWALK, 5



New Year  =  New Change!

We’re excited about the newest Campus Directors at
our Middleburg and Orange Park campuses.

If you’re looking for a quality, Christian-based education
for your child, talk to a Campus Director today about

ending the year at Lighthouse Christian School.

Ms. Lopez
Middleburg Campus
(904) 406-4866

Ms. Simmons
Orange Park Campus
(904) 272-2524

TAKE

A TOUR!

SEE THE 
LIGHTHOUSE ADVANTAGE!
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‘It really showed us what adults have to do’

Reality Check provides students with tools for real-life situations
By Natalie Gilstrap
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Keystone Heights 
High recently held its � rst Reality Check in 
the gymnasium.

“There was a lot of positive engage-
ment,” Jessica Leverette the Community 
Partnership Wellness Coordinator said.

During the event seventh through 12th 
graders were given packages that gave an 
overview of their jobs, income and marital 
status. The middle schoolers, Jessica said, 
were actively engaged in the event and 
learned a lot.

“Fabulous. It was a great experience,” 
Dr. Tori Hersey, a seventh-grade teacher, 
said. She continues to say that her stu-
dents were exposed to real-life and had 
questions afterward.

During the event, 90 volunteers ranging 
from local businesses and organizations, 

or individuals operated the 19 booths. The 
booths represented different real adult life 
necessities like insurance, housing and 
banking and taught the students about 
managing money.

“It was fun,” Keila, a freshman, said. “It 
really showed us what adults have to do.”

The students were taught how to � ll 
out a checkbook and the different types of 
insurance. Another freshman, Laryss, said 
she enjoyed it and would do it again. The 
event lasted from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The school faculty, teachers and stu-
dents believe that Reality Check should be 
incorporated into all schools.

“I think every school in the country 
needs this,” said Stafan Nicholas, Commu-
nity Partnership Expanded Learning Coor-
dinator. 

He said that through Reality Check stu-
dents realize the � nancial decisions their 
parents have to make. In addition to how 

their own decisions will affect their life. 
Jessica believes that Reality Check should 
start at the end of 11th grade or the begin-
ning of the senior year, so students are not 
stressed and can make the right choices 
early on.

Thanks to partnership of Capital City, 
Keystone Heights High and volunteers, 
Reality Check was made available to the 
students.

“We would like to partner with compa-
nies,” Stefan said. “Kids need to know they 
have options.”

He said the school needs resources to 
reach out to the kids and show them ways 
they can be successful with or without a 
college degree. By partnering with local 
or non-local companies, Keystone Heights 
will be able to further prepare and teach 
the students about life and success.

The high school already plans to bring 
back Reality Check next year.
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Hope Christian Academy students inducted into National Honor Society

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Hope Christian Academy inducted new members into the Lions’ Chapter 
of the National Honor Society. A reception was hosted following the ceremony. 
O�  ciating the event were NHS student o�  cers; also participating were Head of School 
Terry Denmark; Director of Education Rachel Morgan; Student Dean Joe Perry; and, 
National Honor Society Advisor Mandy Cornelius. (Seated, from left) Brooke McCloud; Vice 
President Emma Snyder, Treasurer Dakota Cedar, President Lydia Morgan, Parliamentarian 
Jadie Clark, Chaplain AJ Brown, Simon Hanson, Secretary Haley Sheppard, (standing from left) 
joined newly inducted Mector Diaz, Brenden Musser, Jonathan Anderson, Alaina McKinney, 
Angelica Barnett, Tavian Frazier, Jude Hanson, Zachary Hansen, Wyatt Gauthier and Logan Ellis 
into the prestigious organization.

Orange Park Mall
1910 Wells Road

MAY 13TH-15TH

everybodysfavoritefestival.com

TEACHERS HONORARIUM
EVERYBODY’S FAVORITE ENTERTAINMENT IS 
HOSTING A GROUNDBREAKING CELEBRATION 
HONORING TEACHERS PER DAY FROM K-12!

Pinterest.
“Basically, during my free time at 

school I would gather ideas on a Pinterest 
board,” she said.

The feedback from the design has been 
substantial with parents and teachers 
heaping on praise. According to Ander-
son, Principal Elise Taylor sent a picture 

Sidewalk
from page 3

of children playing at the sensory walk at 
recess, and Anderson was later told kids 
were crying because they had to leave.

Anderson sent out a survey recently to 
teachers as part of outreach and she has 
a video presentation related to the Gold 
Award.

“This sensory walk will just help refo-
cus them in a positive way,” Anderson said 
of her project.
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Keystone Heights coach Lantz Lowery 
was succinct about his state champions’ 
ability for a repeat prior to the champi-
onship weekend with one clear strategic 
statement.

“If we all hit our lifts as planned, we 
should win,” said Lowery, the Florida 
weightlift coach of the year last year and 
now a three-time state champion coach 
(2015, 2021, 2022). “What we did was 
not expected. I thought we would do well, 
thought we would win, but what we did was 
unexpected.”

Prophetic as he is, Lowery got three 
individual state champions; Ulysses Freed, 
Logan Williams and Mason Dicks on top 
of the team title; a resounding 55-17 win 
over West Nassau with Port St. Joe third 
at 16 points. “To tell me we were going 
to do that, with that score, no way, “ said 
Lowery. “The morning that we left here to 
head to Port St. Joe, the kids from the git-
go were on, they had the right mentality 
compete. When I went down the hall at the 
hotel 4:30 in the morning and they were 
all waiting on me, I knew they were ready 
to go.” In the Olympic Snatch competition, 
Keystone Heights won again decisively; a 
44-20 score with South Sumter as run-
nerup. Wewahitchka and North Bay Haven 
were third with 16 point apiece.

Freed and Bryar Schenck were indi-
vidual champions in the Olympic Snatch 
competition; with the Indians adding points 
with key top five finishers; Wyatt VanZant, 
fourth at 129; Ben Ulsch and Nate Tisdale 
at 169, fourth and fifth; Tyler Jenkins at 
183, second to Schenck; Jayden Goodman, 
third at 199; Trey Jeffries, second at 219; 
Caleb Moncrief, third at 238 with Jackson 
Herman sixth, and, finally, Mason Dicks 
and Luke Snider, fourth and ninth at Un-
limited. Reid Begue was eighth at 129 with 
Sam Ulsch seventh at 154. 

Lowery’s trio of champions in the Tra-
ditional competition included Freed, who 
returned to the team after two years of a 
COVID year and a torn labrum to get his 
gold; Williams, a senior who missed his 
state run last year with a rodeo injury 
and hit personal bests in all his lifts, and 
Dicks, who was sixth last year at 670 and 
jumped to 730 to win by 45 pounds in 2022 
to make an emphatic statement after a ex-
cruciatingly close region competition. 

“I knew it was going to be between me 

Keystone 
from page 1

and him (Bolles Branden Black) and I had 
two personal best lifts for the win,” said 
Dicks. “I’ve been doing near 365 during the 
week and I was hitting it in practice. It’s 
great to go out with a win and be a part of 
a legacy here.”

Dicks had one of the closest region ti-
tles with Bolles’ Branden Black, but his 
jump was too much for Black to follow as 
both tied at 700 at regions with Dicks get-
ting the title based off body weight. 

At the region meet, Dicks lagged after 
the bench press; 385-350, but stormed to 
700 with clean and jerk totals of 305 to 

325 to 350 for the win. Black went 300-
310-325.

At state, Dicks crushed his 350 region 
total with a 365 while Black got just to 375. 
Black missed on his first two clean and jerk 
attempts at 310 to force a decision on his 
third attempt as Dicks exploded to clean 
lifts of 305, 325 and, finally, 365, to put 
Black in the red and give Dicks the title.

Williams’ return to the post season af-
ter last year’s injury just before districts 
was simply part of the ornery cowboy’s 
want to prove his critics wrong.

“I was set to medal last year but got 

hurt in that rodeo, but I did more rodeos 
this year,” said Williams. “My mindset was 
really just to beat Nate. If he wasn’t here 
pushing me, I almost did not want to lift, 
but he made me comeback.”

Williams and Nathan Tisdale, second 
behind Williams, both had to adjust their 
weights due to an injury to defending state 
champion Kade Sanders. 

“Logan and I both had to make a deci-
sion for the team because Kade was out,” 
said Tisdale, noting he does no rodeo. “I 
was at 154 earlier and bumped to 169 be-
cause the team needed it. I kind of goofed 
up on my clean and jerk and Logan won.”

For Freed, to just return to the sport 
was a blessing on its own after a first visit 
as a freshman in 2019; 12th at 139, got 
his 2020 opportunity taken by COVID, then 
got hurt in a wrestling incident and tore his 
labrum to lose his 2021 shot.

“If you asked me last year when I got 
injured last year that I would even be going 
to a state weightlifting meet, I would have 
never guessed, absolutely not,” said Freed, 
who while competing for the wrestling 
team tore his shoulder labrum. “My goal is 
to compete in the Olympics, so I kept train-
ing and doing therapy.” 

Freed’s comeback story was daunting 
even to himself and caused some anxiety.

“My lifts went according to plan at the 
meet,”  said Freed. “My very last clean and 
jerk I tried to get the school record of 270 
with a 275 attempt but I lost focus. I al-
ready had the state title at that point.”

Freed also appreciated that his team-
mate Landon Hosevepian, third in same 
weight division, was on his side.

“He’s one of the hardest working guys 
on the team and he pushed me,” said Freed. 

For the rest of Lowery’s points, Declan 
Shine was ninth at 119, Wyatt VanZant 
was fourth at 129 with Reid Begue sixth; 
Landon Hovesepian was third in 154 with 
Freed; Nate Tisdale was second to Williams 
at 580, just 20 pounds away;  Tyler Jen-
kins was second at 183 with lifter of the 
day Quinn Raulerson of Union County, the 
defending 183 champion, winning by 100 
pounds; 700-600, with Clayton Kicklighter 
fifth; the Dynamic Duo of Trey Jeffries and 
Tyler Anthony-Rozier were again next to 
each at second and third at 219 separated 
by 15 pounds; and Caleb Moncrief was sec-
ond by 20 pounds at 238. Luke Snider was 
13th at Unlimited.

Also from Bolles, Kade Frew, a Fleming 
Island resident and former Lakeside Junior 
High football player, was second at 199.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Four of Keystone Heights High’s senior power group; left to right, Tyler Jenkins, Logan Williams, 
Nathan Tisdale and Ulysses Freed set a standard of four years of excellence along with two 
state titles in three years with one year dismissed by COVID.
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Signing DaySigning DaySigning Day

From left: Middleburg High had a big athlete signing day on Wednesday with Clay Hendry signing for baseball at Daytona State College, Autumn Vineyard to play basketball at Trinity Baptist 
College, Justice Ewig to play basketball at Trinity Baptist College and Caleb Freytag to play football at State University of New York-Erie. 

Left: Malachi Flowers signed to play football at Thomas More University in Kentucky, Madelyn Stepp to play soccer at Trinity Baptist College, Allie Cox to play volleyball at Lake Sumter Communi-
ty College and Tamin Trott to play volleyball at Indian River State College. 

Bottom, from left: Wrestler Riley Girgis signed 
to continue at Brewton Parker College in 
Georgia, Kayleigh Watterman signed to run 
cross country at Florida State College of 
Jacksonville and Whitney Mathis signed to 
run cross country at Florida State College of 
Jacksonville. 
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CALL 1.855.445.3276
FORTIS.EDU IGNITE YOUR FUTURE

Financial Aid Available for those who qualify. Career Placement Assistance for All Graduates.  
For consumer information, visit Fortis.edu. 

FORTIS COLLEGE
700 BLANDING BLVD. SUITE 16 • ORANGE PARK, FL 32065

WHAT 
ARE YOU 
WAITING 

FOR?
Call today to learn about our 

career education programs in 
Nursing, Practical Nursing, Dental 

Assisting, Medical Assisting, Medical 
Billing & Coding, Surgical Technology 

and Sterile Processing Technician.

New Program

  Practical Nursing

Specializing in the Dental Care of Babies, 
Children, Teens and Patients with Special Needs.

1530 Business Center Dr., Ste. 1 • Fleming Island • 904-215-4221904-215-4221
9640 Crosshill Blvd., Ste. 101 • Jacksonville • 904-404-4444904-404-4444

www.drelainemartinez.comwww.drelainemartinez.com

Gabriela 
Feliciano earns 
scholarship

FLEMING IS-
LAND – Fleming Is-
land High NJROTC 
Cadet Gabriela Feli-
ciano recently each a 
Department of Flori-
da American Legion 

Cadet of The Year scholarship.

Pair from Clay on 
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society

BATON ROUGE, La. – Joshua Wat-
kins of Fleming Island and Alexis Nagle of 
Green Cove Springs was initiated into The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the na-
tion’s oldest and most selective collegiate 

honor society for all academic disciplines.
Watkins attends Florida State; Nagle 

goes to Florida Institute of Technology.
They are among approximately 25,000 

students, faculty, professional staff and 
alumni to be initiated into Phi Kappa Phi 
each year. Membership is by invitation 
only and requires nomination and approval 
by a chapter. Only the top 10% of seniors 
and 7.5% of juniors are eligible.

School News 
Clay County Chamber, Defense 
Acquisition Professionals to 
award multiple scholarships

CLAY COUNTY – The Clay County Cham-
ber of Commerce is partnering with the 
Defense Acquisition Professionals Alumni 
Association Jacksonville Chapter to award 
multiple $1,000 scholarships to local Clay 
County High seniors.

The Clay Education Foundation’s part-
nership with FL Prepaid, matching dollar 
scholarships is available for Clay students 
for two-year or four-year college/vocation-
al certi� cations or four-year university 
scholarships (60-120 credit hours) at dis-
counted rates.

There are several types of scholar-
ships: STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and either Math, Medical or 
Manufacturing), Business and Leadership, 
Patriot (parents/guardians are active-duty 
military: Department of Defense or Florida 
National Guard) serving in the Northeast 
Florida area, and Thomas University from 
Thomasville, Georgia, which is a $3,000 
credit toward tuition. For additional de-
tails you can go to www.dapaajax.org, se-
lect scholarship link. 

What is needed to apply: High school 
transcripts, ACT or SAT scores, Communi-
ty Service Letters and a 250-word essay of 
what the scholarship would mean to you. 
Deadline to submit is May 22. The schol-
arship team will meet to determine the 
winners from May 31- June 10. Winners 
will be noti� ed. For additional informa-
tion contact the Chamber’s Dana Heisler, 
dheisler@claychamber.com, or call (904) 
476-7019 or DAPAA JAX Chapter: Duane 
Mallicoat, duanemalli@comcast.net, (301) 
769-8206.

Gabriela Feliciano
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Saturday, May 7 
11am - 1 pm
Special crafts for kids ages 
4 - 12 and Mom too!

Sponsored by:

OrangeParkMall.com

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY – The Clay Education Foun-
dation is a balancing act between some 
of the Clay County School District’s most 
high-pro� le events and numerous pro-
grams impacting multiple grade levels.

The Foundation’s Executive Director 
Makayla Buchanan said the organization is 
a nonpro� t supporting school aims outside 
of the district’s traditional tax revenue.

“We can pilot programs just because 
the district may not have time,” Buchanan 
said. “We’re not tied to certain outcomes or 
the bureaucracy of education.”

The Foundation started the district’s 
� rst robotics club, which is now sustained 
by the district. Its focus goes in multiple 
directions with career pathways for kin-
dergarten-through-8th grade students, cy-
bersecurity and drones. The programming 
also includes distributing teacher materi-
als, bolstering the pipeline of teacher-lead-
ers and recognizing them with the teach-
er and school-related employees’ yearly 
award ceremony.

For any  successful  program or event, 
the foundation can later organize training, 
draw up what to buy and widen its in� u-
ence.

“Kids are coding, learning the differ-
ence between a plane and drone. They are 
learning why making strong passwords is 
important,” she added. “It’s critical think-
ing and problem-solving.”

Buchanan regularly meets with district 
of� cials and school administrators. The 
Clay Education Foundation is � exible but 
doesn’t function as a Parent Teacher Orga-
nization or a Teacher’s Union.

A key narrative for the Foundation 
is keeping students in Clay County and 
developing public-private partnerships. 
Supporting education is in the businesses 
community’s best interests by improving 
student outcomes, Buchanan said, refer-
ring to the district’s A grade and high state 
ranking.

“Anytime the public and private sides 
can come together to � nd common ground, 
the community is going to be better for it,” 
Buchanan said. “We have a lot of great 
people involved with our work, they have 
business interests, but they have kids and 
grandkids attending district schools.”

In her three years as executive direc-
tor, there’s been challenges like COVID-19 
striking after the � rst year or even re-
branding the organization. However, her 
drive comes from both of her parents be-
ing educators and that she attended Clay 
schools.

“It’s ingrained in me that Clay County is 
a special place,” she said.

Her mind turns to the district’s ranking 
again. For Buchanan and several orbiting 
the district, there isn’t a reason to stop.

“We’re always thinking, ‘How can we 
help students even more? How can we help 
teachers even more?’”

Clay Education Foundation pushing programs, district aims

The Clay Education Foundation works tirelessly to promote and create creative programs to 
help teaches and students of all ages in the district.



Meet Arrianna Luzunaris

Special to School News 

ORANGE PARK – Arrianna Luzunaris, 20, is en-
rolled in the nursing program at St. Johns River 
State College. This Middleburg High graduate will 
complete her Associate of Science degree in May.

She took a moment from her studies for a 
question and answer about her continued educa-
tion. Here is what she had to say:

Question: Arrianna, what inspired you to 
pursue a nursing degree?

Arrianna: “My mom inspired me to become a 
nurse. Growing up, I would hear stories about her 
experience in the hospital as a patient care tech-
nician in the ER, and I wanted to learn so much 
more about the � eld.”

n
Question: How has SJR State been most ben-

e� cial to you?
Arrianna: “I have had such an amazing ex-

perience in the SJR State nursing program. My 
classmates have made my time in the program 

so enjoyable. With the small class size, you go 
through the program in a tight-knit group, experi-
encing lab skills and SIM training together.”

n
Question: What have you learned about 

yourself in the nursing program?
Arrianna: “Nursing school has taught me that 

it’s okay to not know everything. With time, ex-
perience, and collaboration, knowledge becomes 
readily available. Nursing has so many aspects to 
it, so growth and knowledge will continue to occur 
throughout the span of your career.

n
Question: What advice would you give some-

one who wants to go into nursing?
Arrianna: “To make a study group and to not 

give up. Nursing school is one of the best deci-
sions I have made, and I can’t wait to see where 
it takes me.”

n
Question: Where do you see yourself in 10 

years?
Arrianna: “I aspire to work in a unit with a 

high acuity of care. In the future, I see myself con-
tinuing my education in hopes of going to graduate 
school and becoming a nurse practitioner.”

ST. JOHNS RIVER STATE COLLEGE SPOTLIGHT: 
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School district shines light on military-connected students

CLAY COUNTY – As part of celebrating the month of the military child, and Clay County District Schools staff and students celebrated military-connected students and their families on 
April 21 by wearing purple as a show of support. Purple indicates that all branches of the military are supported. U.S. Air Force blue, Army green, Navy blue, Marine red and Coast Guard 
blue combine to create the color purple. Students also created art and wrote notes to support the county’s military families. 

CLAY COUNTY – Students from across Clay 
County District Schools participated in 
the State Science and Engineering Fair of 
Florida, and combined, they were award-
ed more than $15,000 in scholarships and 
cash awards. They also received multiple 
other recognitions.

 In Plant Science Mary Reed, Ridgeview 
High placed third for her project: How does 
Nitrate Absorption Differ Between the Rhi-
zophora mangle, Laguncularia racemosa 
and Avicennia germinians over a 48 hour 
period? Reed received a $1,000 scholar-
ship from the Chuck Skoch Florida Sea 
Grant. 

Ridgeview senior Serenity Derousie 
was awarded a $25 cash prize from Cap-
ital Regional Science and Engineering and 
a nomination for the UCF Pegasus Gold 
Scholarship- $14,000 over 8 semesters. 
Phoenix Ricketts was awarded a $25 cash 
prize from Tomoka Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair. Benjamin Lohse, Alex-
ander Gordon, and Nathan Bartholomew 
were awarded a $50 cash prize from West 
Panhandle Regional Science and Engineer-
ing Fair. Avery Crawford was recognized in 
the senior division of Environmental Engi-
neering for her project: A Study into the 

Absorbency of Fruit Peel Pods. 
At Green Cove Junior High, Nadir Kaser 

was recognized for his project: Recharge-
able vs. Non-rechargeable and received a 
$50 cash award from the Palm Beach Re-
gional Science and Engineering Fair. Sarah 

Fordham was award Honorable Mention 
for her project: Beating the Florida heat.

At Orange Park Jr., Madison Chandler 
was awarded fourth place in Physics and 
Astronomy for her project: Touch the Sky. 

At Keystone Elementary, Iolanthe 

Cushman was recognized in Plant Science 
for Biodome Basil project. 

Lucas Knutsen at Clay High placed 
third in the senior division of Plant Scienc-
es for his project: Lending a Hand. 

Clay students garner $15,000 at State Science Fair
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Wolfson Children’s Behavioral Health

Baptist Medical Center Clay 
1747 Baptist Clay Dr., Suite 350
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.376.3800

Wolfson Children’s Cardiology

Wolfson Children’s Specialty Center 
1747 Baptist Clay Dr., Suite 100
Fleming Island, FL 32003 
904.202.8550

Wolfson Children’s Emergency Centers

Baptist Medical Center Clay
1771 Baptist Clay Dr.
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.516.1000

Baptist/Wolfson at Oakleaf
(Within ER)
9868 Family Place
Jacksonville, FL 32222
904.516.1600

Wolfson Children’s Imaging Centers

Baptist Clay Medical Campus
(Within ER)
1771 Baptist Clay Dr.
Fleming Island, FL 32003

Baptist/Wolfson at Oakleaf
(Within ER)
9868 Family Place
Jacksonville, FL 32222

Central Scheduling: 904.202.8888

Wolfson Children’s Rehabilitation

Wolfson Children’s Specialty Center
1747 Baptist Clay Dr., Suite 100
Fleming Island, FL 32003 
904.202.4200

Nemours Children’s Health, Fleming Island
(Multiple specialties)
Baptist Clay Medical Campus
1747 Baptist Clay Dr.
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.697.3600

Baptist Pediatrics & Baptist Primary Care

Orange Park Pediatrics
1747 Baptist Clay Dr., Suite 110
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.520.6620

6353 Argyle Forest Blvd., Suite 4
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904.908.0200

2140 Smith St.
Orange Park, FL 32073
904.269.2140

Baptist Primary Care
8355 Merchants Gate Dr.
Jacksonville, FL 32222
904.771.2900

Baptist Primary Care
2349 Village Square Pkwy., Suite 110
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.6404

Baptist Primary Care
6142 Collins Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904.778.3200

Baptist Primary Care
440 Kingsley Ave.
Orange Park, FL 32073
904.264.9293

Baptist Primary Care
1747 Baptist Clay Dr., Suite 340
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.4405

Baptist Primary Care
769 Blanding Blvd., Unit 7
Orange Park, FL 32065
904.458.4882

©Baptist Health 2021

The pediatric health 
care your child needs,  
close to home.
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